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Youth Councils – Accrediting
the decision-making process
Increasingly, Youth Achievement Awards are being used to
recognise the activities that young people are involved in as
part of their membership of a Youth Council or Forum. Now
in operation in most local authority areas, Youth Councils/
Forums support young people to participate in decisionmaking processes and campaigning activities around issues
that matter to them.
Jonathan, aged 14, is a member of the Perth and Kinross
Youth Council. He achieved a Bronze Youth Achievement
Award for his role, and here he provides an account of his
experience.

“

My first challenge for my Youth
Achievement Award was to actually join the
Perth and Kinross Youth Council in the first
place. It was something I had wanted to do for
a long time, but had never quite gotten round
to. I think part of the reason was that I wasn’t
sure if I could really make a difference. I did,
however, finally commit myself to a date, and
went along to my first meeting fighting down
the panic that was rising within me. As it
turned out, the meeting went really well! I
suppose that’s one of the benefits of doing the
Award - doing things that wouldn’t ordinarily
be in your comfort zone and discovering new
ways of meeting people.

“

Jonathan’s involvement with the Youth Council included
participation in an Irish exchange, where he delivered a Scottish
history presentation for his peers. “All of the worrying I did about
the presentation was for nothing- looking back, what really
shone through was that I had done something on a subject I
was really interested in, and I had been respected for that above

everything else,” he says. “I look forward to seeing my new
pen-friends at the next exchange meeting, and my trip to Ireland
was one of the best things I ever did.”
The Youth Forum was also responsible for organising a youth
awards ceremony, in which the Youth Council members each
had particular roles. “It was a lot of responsibility, and a great
opportunity to learn how to manage that responsibility”, explains
Jonathan. “I helped to find the
trophies for the Awards, and
on the night I got to see the
work I put into that pay off
as those trophies were
used.”
Jonathan’s involvement with
the Youth Council demonstrates
how Youth Achievement Awards
can be used to recognise the
activities young people are already
doing and complement existing
youth work structures and
practices. The Awards
encourage young people to plan,
do and then review the
activities they take part in, whilst
providing a structured method
of recording and evaluating
their involvement.
“Getting the Bronze YAA has
been a brilliant journey,” says
Jonathan. “I’ve made a lot of
new friends, and had some
fantastic experiences along
the way. I wouldn’t say it’s
all been easy, though.
The rules are quite stringent
and if you don’t work for
it, you won’t get it.”
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Would you Credit it? is Youth
Scotland’s newsletter for the
network of agencies
offering Dynamic Youth
Awards and Youth
Achievement Awards to
accredit young people’s
achievements.
Dynamic Youth Awards
enable 10 – 14 year olds to
measure their own and each
other’s achievements against
benchmarks of responsibility,
commitment and distance
travelled to gain an externally
accredited award.
Youth Achievement Awards
offer young people aged 14+
a peer assessed approach to
gaining externally accredited
recognition for their
achievements that is placed
on the Scottish Credit and
Qualifications Framework.

New Awards
Development
Worker
Youth Scotland welcomes Jennifer
Scougall as the new Awards
Development Worker. Jennifer has a
background in youth literacy and
practical youth work delivery. She
looks forward to working within the
Awards team to support Youth
Scotland’s accreditation programmes
for young people across Scotland.
To contact Jennifer, please email
jennifer.scougall@youthscotland.org.uk

or call 0131 554 2561.
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Dynamic Youth Awards certificates have brand
new design
Recipients of Dynamic Youth Awards will soon receive the very latest, new-look
certificate. The design, including the Plan, Do, Review, Recognise cycle logo, has
been developed by Youth Scotland to reflect the
process young people are supported to go
through when undertaking the Awards. Dynamic
Youth Awards are peer-assessed awards
recognising the contributions and achievement of
young people in the 10 to 14 age group. For more
information about Dynamic Youth Awards, visit
www.youthscotland.org.uk

Youth Scotland at the
Scottish Learning Festival
Youth Scotland is proud to be part of the Scottish Learning Festival, which this
year will take place at the SECC and Clyde Auditorium on the 23rd – 24th
September 2009.
Youth Scotland will be delivering two seminars and leading two discussion groups,
in partnership with Operating Agencies and Participating Units. The focus of the
discussion groups will be; Health Education Issues through Peer Education and the
Youth Achievement Awards; and Dynamic Youth Awards and Youth Achievement
Awards in the Girls on the Move programme, while the seminars will focus on; The
Awards Network; and how Financial Awareness can be accredited through Youth
Achievement Awards.

Amazing Things 2 - a
guide to the youth awards
in Scotland
Following the success of the first
edition of Amazing Things, the
Awards Network is producing a
re-formatted edition, Amazing
Things 2. This will be published in
March 2010. An interim electronic
update version is currently being
produced by SQA, which will
include new awards from SQA
themselves as well as the Boys’
Brigade, the Girls’ Brigade and
Youthlink Scotland’s Participative
Democracy Award.
This interim electronic version will
be available to download on the
Youth Scotland website shortly.

Putting Youth
Achievement Awards
in Government
context
‘Excellence for All: The Youth
Achievement Awards and Recent
Government Policies’ is a report
recently published by independent
consultant Lillias Noble, Lifelong
Learning and Leadership, for Youth
Scotland. The report contextualises
the Awards in light of key Scottish
Government policies, including
demonstrating how they meet the
Curriculum for Excellence’s four
capacities. This report is available to
download from the Youth
Achievement Awards section of the
Youth Scotland website.

I have done 100
hours...
As of October 2009, young people
that have completed 100 hours of
challenges as part of their Dynamic
Youth Awards will automatically
receive a certificate to mark the
achievement. This will be in addition
to their Dynamic Youth Award
certificate. Retrospective 100+
hours certificates will be supplied
on request.

Youth Scotland also delivers a wide range of programmes for young people that can
be accredited through the Dynamic Youth or Youth Achievement Awards.
These include:

Involvement Training
The Involvement Training Programme is a structured programme which enables
and encourages young people aged 14 - 18 to become more involved in the
management and leadership of their groups and communities. It supports young
people to develop their skills, participate in a residential weekend with young
people from other groups and to implement a plan of action in their local
community. The IT programme encourages:

• Meaningful participation and involvement of young people
• Improved communication between young people and youth workers
• Skills development and capacity building of young people
• Opportunities for young people from different areas to come together, share
experience and have fun

Bored Meetings
Bored Meetings was conceived by young people who identified the need for
training to support their involvement in collective decision-making processes.
Workers, teachers and peer trainers can use this programme flexibly to support
young people to reflect on and improve their group decision-making skills.
Bored Meetings helps young people to think about:

• The skills of taking part in meetings
• Roles and decision-making processes
• Barriers to taking part in meetings
• Assertiveness, communication and listening skills

Momentum
Momentum is a motor vehicle and road user education package, using young
people’s enthusiasm for cars and motorbikes as a way of engaging them in
quality youth work. The programme runs over a minimum of 30 hours and
includes inputs from youth workers, a qualified driving instructor and an
experienced mechanic. There are also opportunities to involve representatives
from Road Safety organisations, the Police, Health Board and local businesses.
The programme supports young people to:

• Consider the issues surrounding driving and vehicle ownership
• Learn about basic vehicle care and the importance of regular maintenance
• Undertake basic driving tuition with a qualified instructor

Girls on the Move
Girls on the Move Leadership courses provide opportunities for young women
aged 16 – 24 to gain leadership skills. Participants don’t have to be
experienced in sport or dance but need to be enthusiastic about physical
activity and interested in becoming a leader within their youth group, school or
community. Courses range from 1-day introductions to 5-day residentials and
take place across Scotland. Girls on the Move encourages young women to:

• Build their confidence and self-esteem
• Develop group work skills
• Gain leadership skills for use in their community

Would you
Credit it ?

Autumn 2009

YOUTH SCOTLAND'S ACCREDITATION NETWORK NEWSLETTER

External Moderation Meetings
Youth Achievement Awards
28 October, Fife
16 December, Aberdeenshire

• Peer Assessment

Dynamic Youth Awards
14 September
12 October

9 November
14 December

Please note that completed External Moderation Forms
(and Dynamic Youth Awards Challenge Sheets) must be
received by Youth Scotland 14 days prior to External
Moderation. A Dynamic Youth Awards schedule is now
available on-line at http://www.youthscotland.org.uk/
projects/dynamic-youth/external-moderation/
external-moderation.htm

Training
Awards Induction Training
Youth Scotland Awards Induction Training Days are open to everyone
interested in supporting young people to gain Youth Achievement and/or
Dynamic Youth Awards. This training provides workers with a general
understanding of the rationale behind the awards and how they
complement their existing youth work practice. Workers will gain a working
knowledge of the awards, enabling them to promote and support the
awards within their youth groups.
Places are allocated on a first come basis and cost £75 per head
(discounted rate of £50 for registered/affiliated groups or agencies). This
includes all training materials, refreshments and lunch.
Awards Induction Training Days (Open Events)
07 October, Stirling
02 December, Edinburgh
Awards Induction Training Days funded by Cashback
for Communities (Open to Glasgow based workers only )
30 September, Glasgow
5 November, Glasgow
13 October, Glasgow
11 November, Glasgow
21 October, Glasgow
25 November, Glasgow
24 October, Glasgow
08 December, Glasgow

Operating Agencies

Operating Agency Training Days
Youth Achievement Award Operating Agencies receive one day of free
training as part of their Operating Agency Agreement. Additional training can
be costed on request. Other training sessions available includes:
Participants will explore how peer assessment can be used to provide a
framework for quality youth work practice in the context of Youth
Achievement and Dynamic Youth Awards.

• Portfolio Building
This workshop familiarises workers with portfolio building in the context
of the Youth Achievement and Dynamic Youth Awards.

• Supporting Gold and Platinum Awards
This workshop provides guidance for those supporting young people to
achieve the higher levels of the Youth Achievement Awards.

• Developing and Accrediting Financial
Awareness
An introduction to the Financial Awareness Toolkit and how it can be
used effectively to accredit the development of young people's financial
capability.

• An Introduction to the Drinkaware Challenges
This workshop provides workers with an introduction to The Drinkaware
Challenges Resource. The resource gives young people an opportunity to
raise their awareness of alcohol-related issues whilst working
towards a Youth Achievement Award.

• Momentum Training
This workshop provides training to deliver the Momentum Programme,
a road user education programme for pre-learner drivers and motorbike
riders. It also explains how young people’s involvement in the
programme can be accredited. This training is offered as an open day
and interested parties are advised to contact Youth Scotland for more
information.
Operating Agency Training dates
09 September, Peterhead Academy
14 September, South Lanarkshire
06 October, Stirling
11 October, Twechar HLEC

Local Authorities
Aberdeen City Council • Aberdeenshire Council • Angus Council • Argyll & Bute Council • Clackmannanshire Council • Comhairle Nan
Eilean Siar • Dumfries & Galloway Council • Dundee City Council • East Renfrewshire Council • Falkirk Council • Fife Council • Glasgow
City Council Vocational Training • Highland Council • Inverclyde Council • Moray Council • North Ayrshire Council • North Lanarkshire
Council • Orkney Islands Council Community Learning & Development • Perth & Kinross Council • Renfrewshire Council • Scottish
Borders Council • Shetland Islands Council • South Ayrshire Council • South Lanarkshire Council • Stirling Council • West Dunbartonshire
Council • West Lothian Council Community Learning & Development

Voluntary Organisations
Article 12 in Scotland • Barnardo's Scotland • BTCV • Fast Forward Positive Lifestyles Ltd • Get Up and Go • Girls on the Move •
Learning for Life • LGBT Youth Scotland • Lothian Association of Youth Clubs • Notre Dame Centre • Twechar Healthy Living and
Enterprise Centre • Volunteer Centre Angus • Volunteer Centre Borders • Volunteer Centre Clackmannanshire • Volunteer Centre Dundee
Volunteer Centre East Dunbartonshire • Volunteer Centre Fife • Volunteer Development Scotland • Young Scot • Youth Scotland

Formal Education
Adam Smith College • Craigroyston Community High School • Fife Council Education and Behaviour Support Service • James Watt
College • Moorehouse Care & Education • Northfield Academy • Peterhead Academy • Portlethen Academy • Sgoil Bhàgh a’Chaisteil
St Machar Academy • TOP Service, Midlothian
For more information please contact: Youth Scotland Balfour House 19 Bonnington Grove Edinburgh EH6 4BL
Tel: 0131 554 2561 Fax: 0131 454 3438 Email: awards@youthscotland.org.uk www.youthscotland.org.uk
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