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80

Years of Opening
Doors for Young
People
Youth Scotland continued its 80th anniversary celebrations on Saturday
2 November 2013, showcasing the achievements of young people at the
“Opening Doors” event at the Edinburgh Airport Hilton Hotel. Around a
hundred people attended the event, featuring a keynote speech from
Aileen Campbell, Minister for Children and Young People, a rousing
choir performance from the BIG Youth Project, and a dance performance
by Kic Dance on the theme of “opening doors”.
Aileen Campbell, Minister for Children and Young People, said:
“Opening Doors is a great title for Youth Scotland’s 80th Anniversary celebrations
and an important opportunity to recognise and showcase young people’s amazing
achievements and contributions. “The theme of Opening Doors reflects all that
Youth Scotland and its members are doing to deliver innovative and meaningful
youth work programmes that open up positive opportunities for young people
across Scotland. With its membership of over 1,200 groups, working with more
than 60,000 young people, Youth Scotland’s network is making a significant
contribution towards improving life chances and wellbeing.”
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80 Years of Opening
Doors for Young People
Welcome to our 80th Anniversary Magnet Supplement!
Youth Scotland has evolved in so many diverse ways
while supporting the informal learning needs of
hundreds of thousands of young people since 1933.
Since those pioneering days in the early part of the twentieth
century, Youth Scotland has developed from providing
activities for young servant girls based in Edinburgh’s town
houses; through to the co-educational initiatives with the boys
club movement in the sixties; to the formation of one
organisation in the seventies known then as the Scottish
Association of Youth Clubs, then Youth Clubs Scotland; to the
strong brand of Youth Scotland that was created in 2001.

members’ training to the introduction to Dynamic and Youth
Achievement Awards.
Today, the organisation – the largest of its kind in Scotland continues to serve over 60,000 young people in 1,200 youth
clubs, groups and projects in a variety of settings and
locations.
As well as the core youth work programme that our 6,000
youth workers selflessly provide, we continue to find new
ways in which to engage with young people through new
funding initiatives, such as the popular Cashback for
Communities Small Grants Scheme and the many music,
arts, sport and other issue based activities.

We can be confident that that Youth Scotland has made a
real impact on the individual lives of those thousands of
young people over the past 80 years and that the quality
youth work delivered has been a positive influence in
communities from remote villages to the largest housing
estates across the country.

I wish all those involved in helping to shape the future of Youth
Scotland every success during this anniversary year. The next
couple of decades leading up to our 100th Anniversary in
2033 will no doubt see the continued evolution of Youth
Scotland as we embrace new opportunities for the young
people of Scotland.

There have been many landmarks in the organisation’s rich
history which you can see from our visual timeline. From the
sports competitions to the Grizzly Challenge programme; from
the introduction of youth worker training and the senior

Best wishes

Chief Executive

80th Anniversary Celebrations Unveiled
Youth Scotland kicked off its celebrations in style in
August 2013, with the unveiling of the new Balfour
House office in Edinburgh. The organisation has been
resident at Balfour House since 1979, and thanks to
funders the Robertson Trust the building was given a
complete refurbishment and makeover.

Member Group Mural Competition!
Youth Scotland is planning a mural competition for its member groups in its 80th anniversary year on the theme of “opening doors”.
The winning youth group will have the opportunity to have their artwork created full-scale with an artist and have it permanently
exhibited at the Youth Scotland office. Keep an eye on the website and e-bulletin for updates on this exciting competition!

Youth Scotland, Balfour House,19 Bonnington Grove, Edinburgh EH6 4BL
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Attendees at the office unveiling were treated to a dance
performance from participants on Youth Scotland’s Girls on
the Move project and the ribbon was officially cut by
Carol Downie, Youth Scotland’s Chief Executive from 1998
to 2013. The new office accommodation is the perfect way
to start the next 80 innovative years for the organisation!
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Youth Scotland 1933 1938 1939 1945 1948
80th Anniversary
Timeline
The organisation’s 80 year
journey begins as the
Scottish Association of
Girls’ Clubs (SAGC) with a
grant of £200 from the
Carnegie United Kingdom
Trust. 66 clubs are members.

Home baking competition
inaugurated.

The outbreak of war makes
SAGC stronger than ever and
scope of work increases.

First arts weekend held.

HRH Princess Margaret
becomes patron.

1957 1961 1964 1965 1975 1976 1979 1981
The organisation accepts
mixed youth clubs into its
membership.

A name change to the
Scottish Association of
Youth Clubs (SAYC).

The largest youth conference
and project ever mounted by
the organisation, Task Force
’65, is a great success.

Youth club insurance
introduced.

Membership tops 50,000
young people.

Highly successful Senior
Member Involvement Training
(SMIT) developed.

Balfour House opens. Skate
boarding is extremely popular!

50,000

SAYC membership tops the
100,000 mark, with 103,550
young people affiliated.

103,550

young people affilated

young people affilated

1983 1986 1988 1991 1999 2001 2002 2013
Two IBM personal computers
make an appearance in the
office.

Fast Forward project,
focusing on the positive
alternatives to drug use, is
launched.

Another name change, this
time to Youth Clubs Scotland.

Grizzly Challenge launched.

First Bronze Youth
Achievement Award in
Scotland.

Last name change – finally to
Youth Scotland!

Dynamic Youth Awards
launched.

Balfour House is given a
makeover and Youth Scotland
celebrates 80 years of
opening doors for young people!
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