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Awards in Barra:
The Learning Community
Curriculum for Excellence is the first delivery pillar identified in
the recent Scottish Government publication, Valuing Young
People. Both policy documents support the Learning
Community approach to valuing the range of environments,
opportunities and people who work with Scotland's young
people to develop their skills, opportunities and life chances.
This is a brief insight into how the Learning Community
approach works in Barra.
Castlebay Community School in Barra, a recently registered
Operating Agency, hosted an induction session attended by pupils
from the school, non-teaching support staff, teachers, senior
managers including head and deputy head teachers, youth
workers and volunteers from the local community.
“It was encouraging to see such a wide range of workers,
volunteers and young people attend the session,” said George
Cherrie, Senior Awards Development Worker. “Everyone was able
to share their own ideas and experiences and they seemed really
inspired to use the awards to complement the work they were
already doing.”
One of the pupils participating in the training session, Kerry, had
achieved her bronze and silver Youth Achievement Awards and is
working towards the gold award. Her experience of the awards and
the training event has encouraged her to support other young
people in recognising their achievements.
“I first began completing Youth Achievement Awards when I
realised I could get awards for projects I was currently doing and

would have done anyway”, she said.
“Soon, I could identify challenges in
nearly everything I did. Working on
the awards, I want to help other
people make the same discoveries
and receive the same opportunities
that I did by leading, helping and
guiding them to enhance their own life
experiences.”
As part of her gold award, Kerry is
supporting younger members of the
school to work towards their Dynamic
Youth Awards, and to date she has
supported two successful submissions.
These submissions include young people
choosing challenges around working on a
croft, a girls’ football tournament and a
digital photography course.
Kerry is planning to complete a platinum
Youth Achievement Award when she undertakes training in
choreography to become a dance tutor. Castlebay Community
School continues to facilitate young people’s involvement with
both awards.
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Would you Credit it?
is Youth Scotland’s
newsletter for the
network of agencies
offering Dynamic Youth
Awards and Youth
Achievement Awards to
accredit young people’s
achievements.

Scottish Learning Festival
2009

Dynamic Youth Awards
enable 10 – 14 year olds
to measure their own and
each other’s achievements
against benchmarks of
responsibility,
commitment and distance
travelled to gain an
externally accredited
award.

As part of the Youth Work Village exhibition and events programme, Youth
Scotland along with Operating Agencies and Participating Units will be
delivering the following sessions:

Youth Achievement
Awards offer young
people aged 14+ a peer
assessed approach to
gaining externally
accredited recognition for
their achievements that is
placed on the Scottish
Credit and Qualifications
Framework.

New
Accreditation
Materials
Order Form
Please find enclosed the
new materials order form
for 2009 / 2010. This form
includes up to date
booklet costs, new
support materials
(including all the YAA
Toolkits) and promotional
materials. Copies of this
form can be downloaded
from the Youth
Achievement Awards or
Dynamic Youth Awards
section of the website www.youthscotland.org.uk

Learning and Teaching Scotland have confirmed the inclusion of Dynamic
Youth Awards and Youth Achievement Awards in the programme for the
2009 Scottish Learning Festival to be held on 23rd – 24th September 2009.
This event will take place at the SECC and Clyde Auditorium and is free to
attend. More information can be found at
www.scottishlearningfestival.org.uk

• Seminar – The Awards Network - Recognising and Accrediting Wider
Achievement

• Seminar - Financial Awareness accredited through Youth Achievement
Awards. Delivered in conjunction with Lossiemouth High School and Moray
Council Community Learning and Development

• Curriculum Discussion Group - Health Education Issues through Peer
Education. Delivered in conjunction with The Peer Education Project, Dundee

• Curriculum Discussion Group - Dynamic Youth Awards and Youth
Achievement Awards
If you would like to be involved in the delivery of these events and share your
experiences with others, please contact Steven Greig at Youth Scotland
steven.greig@youthscotland.org.uk.

Youth Achievement Awards
film now on web
The Peer Education Project in Dundee has produced a short film on the
Youth Achievement Awards, which is now available to view online at the
Youth Scotland website - www.youthscotland.org.uk. The film was
produced by young people themselves and features a mix of animation,
actual footage of activities and interviews. It gives a comprehensive
overview of the awards process and the experiences of the young people
involved. Well worth a watch!

Toolkits
A variety of UK Youth toolkits are available to accompany the programmes and
activities young people are undertaking as part of Youth Achievement Awards.
These can be useful resources for workers looking for activities, ideas, example
sheets or simply more detailed information on a specific topic area. All toolkits are
available to purchase through Youth Scotland.

Financial Awareness Toolkit

£40

The Financial Awareness Toolkit aims to enable informal and non-formal
educators to raise young people's awareness of the importance of financial
literacy as a key skill.
The toolkit is split into 6 key sections that include challenge sheets, information
sheets, practical how to sheets, signpost sheets for further information,
examples of financial documents, activity and recording sheets and a CD-Rom.

Drinkaware Challenges Toolkit

£15

This toolkit supports workers in engaging young people in the practical
elements of alcohol education and awareness raising, including how
activities can be linked to the Youth Achievement Awards.
Information and activities are divided into five key themes around alcohol issues,
with explanations, challenges sheets and activities sheets. The resource also
includes a CD Rom and good practice DVD.
£15

Youth Active Challenges Toolkit

This toolkit assists workers to develop and deliver accessible sports and
physical activity programmes with the young people they work with in a
range of settings.
It contains ideas and starting points for a range of sports and activities. The
toolkit also includes session plans and recording sheets, signposts to other
sports focused awards and organisations and a CD Rom to enable workers to
print out session plans and evidence sheets easily.

NEW Healthaware Challenges Toolkit

£15

The Healthaware Challenges Toolkit is designed to encourage young
people to participate in and develop their own health and wellbeing
projects.
There are a range of resources to support workers to develop health and
wellbeing activities with young people, including sample challenges and activities,
recording sheets and signposting sheets for further information. The pack also
contains promotional badges to help engage young people and generate
discussion.

Portfolio Building – Integrating Basic Skills

£32.50

This guide explores portfolio building and accredited learning as a means
of supporting young people in gaining qualifications.
It contains essential information for workers supporting young people to develop
portfolios, including methods of planning and presentation of work, collecting
and assessing evidence of learning achievements, ways of supporting young
people with basic skills needs, guidelines on the role of the Assessor and Verifier
in accredited learning, a list of what constitutes learning evaluation and creating a
good learning environment.
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External Moderation Meetings
Youth Achievement Awards
14 May 2009, North Ayrshire
26 August 2009, Perth
28 October 2009, Fife
16 December 2009, Aberdeenshire
Dynamic Youth Awards
11
08
13
10

May 2009
June 2009
July 2009
August 2009

14
12
09
14

September 2009
October 2009
November 2009
December 2009

Please note that completed External Moderation Forms
(and Dynamic Youth Awards Challenge Sheets) must be
received by Youth Scotland 14 days prior to External
Moderation meetings.

Training
Awards Induction Training
Youth Scotland Awards Induction Training Days are open to
everyone interested in supporting young people to gain Youth
Achievement and/or Dynamic Youth Awards. This training
provides workers with a general understanding of the rationale
behind the awards and how they complement their existing
youth work practice. Workers will gain a working knowledge
of the awards, enabling them to promote and support the
awards within their youth groups.
Places are allocated on a first come basis and cost £75 per
head (discounted rate of £50 for registered/affiliated groups or
agencies). This includes all training materials, refreshments
and lunch.
Accreditation Training Days (Open Events)
10 June 2009, Strathclyde
19 August 2009, Edinburgh
07 October 2009, Central Scotland

Operating Agencies

Operating Agency Training Days
Youth Achievement Award Operating Agencies receive one
day of free training as part of their Operating Agency
Agreement. Additional training can be costed on request.

Operating Agency Training consists of the Awards Induction
Training with 2 of the following additional training sessions:

• Peer Assessment
Participants will explore how peer assessment can be
used to provide a framework for quality youth work
practice in the context of Youth Achievement and
Dynamic Youth Awards.

• Portfolio Building
This workshop familiarises workers with portfolio building
in the context of the Youth Achievement and Dynamic
Youth Awards.

• Supporting Gold and Platinum Awards
This workshop provides guidance for those supporting
young people to achieve the higher levels of the Youth
Achievement Awards.

• Developing and Accrediting Financial
Awareness
An introduction to the Financial Awareness Toolkit and
how it can be used effectively to accredit the
development of young people's financial capability.

• An Introduction to the Drinkaware Challenges
This workshop provides workers with an introduction to
The Drinkaware Challenges Resource. The resource
gives young people an opportunity to raise their
awareness of alcohol-related issues whilst working
towards a Youth Achievement Award.
Momentum Training
This workshop provides training to deliver the Momentum
Programme, a road user education programme for pre-learner
drivers and motorbike riders. It also explains how young
people’s involvement in the programme can be accredited.
This training is offered as an open day and interested parties
are advised to contact Youth Scotland for more information.
Operating Agency Training dates
01 June 2009, BTCV, Stirling
05 & 06 June 2009, Aberdeenshire
09 June 2009, Perth

Local Authorities
Aberdeen City Council • Aberdeenshire Council • Angus Council • Argyll & Bute Council • Clackmannanshire Council • Comhairle Nan
Eilean Siar • Dumfries & Galloway Council • Dundee City Council • East Renfrewshire Council • Falkirk Council • Fife Council • Glasgow
City Council Vocational Training • Highland Council • Inverclyde Council • Moray Council • North Ayrshire Council • North Lanarkshire
Council • Orkney Islands Council Community Learning & Development • Perth & Kinross Council • Renfrewshire Council • Scottish
Borders Council • Shetland Islands Council • South Ayrshire Council • South Lanarkshire Council • Stirling Council • West Dunbartonshire
Council • West Lothian Council Community Learning & Development

Voluntary Organisations
Article 12 in Scotland • Barnardo's Scotland • BTCV • Fast Forward Positive Lifestyles Ltd • Get Up and Go • Girls on the Move •
Learning for Life • LGBT Youth Scotland • Lothian Association of Youth Clubs • Notre Dame Centre • Twechar Healthy Living and
Enterprise Centre • Volunteer Centre Angus • Volunteer Centre Borders • Volunteer Centre Clackmannanshire • Volunteer Centre Dundee
Volunteer Centre East Dunbartonshire • Volunteer Centre Fife • Volunteer Development Scotland • Young Scot • Youth Scotland

Formal Education
Adam Smith College • Craigroyston Community High School • Fife Council Education and Behaviour Support Service • James Watt
College • Moorehouse Care & Education • Northfield Academy • Peterhead Academy • Portlethen Academy • Sgoil Bhàgh a’Chaisteil
St Machar Academy • TOP Service, Midlothian
For more information please contact: Youth Scotland Balfour House 19 Bonnington Grove Edinburgh EH6 4BL
Tel: 0131 554 2561 Fax: 0131 454 3438 Email: awards@youthscotland.org.uk www.youthscotland.org.uk
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