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Boys on Beat:
Breaking Down Barriers
Youth Achievement Awards can support young people to
take on new challenges, by breaking activities down into
manageable steps.
This summer ten young men took part in a 5 day residential
Boys on Beat course, to develop the skills required to lead
dance sessions in their own communities. As well as completing
a Sports Leaders UK Level 1 Award in Dance Leadership, the
group found that the Bronze Youth Achievement Awards
provided a valuable framework for the week’s activities.
“At the start of each day we had a planning session, which
helped the group to think about what they would be doing and
what skills they might develop through the activities,” explained
course leader Philip Ritchie.

“The course was fantastic. The guys really progressed over
the week”, said Sports Leaders UK Project Delivery Officer
Rebecca Simpson. “Considering they were such a diverse
group of young people they worked so well
together and were really sad to be leaving each other at
the end of the week. I think they all learned lots and are
looking to take the next step in terms of both dance and
leadership.”
“I have gained confidence and the belief in myself to lead
a group," said David, 19. “I have really enjoyed meeting
other people my age and I hope to use my new found
leadership skills when I continue to do teacher training in
the future.”

“Then for an hour at the end of each day, we reviewed what had
been achieved, pulling together evidence such as photos and
peer-assessment statements. The group really enjoyed looking
back and thinking about what they had learned. They were also
keen to encourage each other, making the group a really strong
team.”

“If we had told the participants at the beginning that by the end
of the week they would be leading a course, they wouldn't have
believed it,” said Philip. “The group didn’t start off from the
premise that they were doing a Youth Achievement Award, but
by encouraging them to think about their challenges and
achievements, they gained well deserved accreditation as well
as a great deal of confidence.”

Throughout the five day course, professional tutors introduced
the young men to a variety of dance styles including street
dance, Hip-Hop, B-Boying, aerobics, sword-dancing and
boxercise. The young men had not met before the course
and for many it was their first experience of physical
activity and leadership training at this level.

More information about the Boys on Beat programme can be
found at www.youthscotland.org.uk/projects/boys-on-beat.htm
To discover how you can use Youth Achievement Awards for
your group’s activities, visit www.youthscotland.org.uk/
projects/youth-achievement-awards.htm

“I decided to do the course because I wanted to
achieve my dance leadership qualification and
learn new skills,” said Kyle, 16. “I also wanted to challenge
myself by attending the course as an individual.”
By the end of the week each participant had led a dance
session for the rest of the group, using the choreography skills,
health and safety awareness and leadership techniques they
had developed.
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Would you Credit it? is Youth
Scotland’s newsletter for the
network of agencies
offering Dynamic Youth
Awards and Youth
Achievement Awards to
accredit young people’s
achievements.
Dynamic Youth Awards
enable 10 – 14 year olds to
measure their own and each
other’s achievements against
benchmarks of responsibility,
commitment and distance
travelled to gain an externally
accredited award.
Youth Achievement Awards
offer young people aged 14+
a peer assessed approach to
gaining externally accredited
recognition for their
achievements that is placed
on the Scottish Credit and
Qualifications Framework.
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Youth Work & Schools – What’s on the agenda?
Colin Webster has recently taken up position of Youth Work and Schools
Development Manager at Youth Scotland. The post is supported by Learning
and Teaching Scotland and Scottish Government. In this position he will be
looking at the Curriculum for Excellence (CfE), to investigate how it is
complemented by Dynamic Youth Awards and Youth Achievement Awards.
“Curriculum for Excellence means a series of changes for schools, including how they
collect evidence of achievement for their pupils as well as requiring subjects to be
more closely linked” said Colin. “Also, schools are now expected to offer personalised
learning programmes for their pupils, as well as to work in collaboration with their
local community. This makes the Awards an excellent opportunity for schools to build
a stronger relationship with youth work partners.”
Colin is currently looking for examples of excellent practice in the delivery of the
Awards in schools so that they can be used as an inspiration for the rest of Scotland.
Please get in touch with him if you have something innovative to share!
Colin is also aiming to develop an online portfolio system for Award users. “The goal
behind this is to make the Awards more accessible and even more flexible” he said.
"It is intended that a new system will allow young people to upload videos, sound
clips and animations as evidence toward their Award. They will also be able to type
up evidence and fill out Award booklets online."
An information sheet about how schools might get involved with the Awards is
available to download at www.youthscotland.org.uk/schools.htm.
Please keep an eye on the Youth Scotland website and future editions of Would You
Credit It? for the latest developments in the Youth Work and Schools project.
Colin can be contacted at colin.webster@youthscotland.org.uk or
Tel: 0131 554 2561.

The Platinum Toolkit
Youth Scotland is developing a new
resource to provide practical guidance
to those supporting young people to
complete their Platinum level Youth
Achievement Award.
A draft version of the Toolkit has now
been produced and Youth Scotland is
keen to receive feedback. Do you
support young people to do Platinum
Youth Achievement Awards? Or have
you completed a Platinum Youth
Achievement Award yourself? If so, we
would really welcome your thoughts
and comments.
If you or your group would like to be
involved in this pilot, please contact
George Cherrie, Senior Award
Development Worker at
george.cherrie@youthscotland.org.uk
or by calling 0131 554 2561.

Awards seminar at Scottish Learning
Festival 2010

Goodbye to Jennifer

This year Youth Scotland presented a seminar at the Scottish Learning
Festival 2010 about the benefits and practical uses of Dynamic Youth and
Youth Achievement Awards. The Scottish Learning Festival was held at
Glasgow’s SECC on 22nd and 23rd September and was attended by more
than 8,000 delegates.

Youth Scotland would like to say
goodbye and thank you to Jennifer
Scougall, Awards Development
Worker, who left the organisation in
September to take up a new post as
Employability Advisor with Stevenson
College, Edinburgh.

As part of the seminar, staff and learners from Portlethen Academy in
Aberdeenshire told the audience about their experience of delivering and
receiving the Awards. Senior pupils explained how they contribute towards their
Silver Youth Achievement Award challenges by peer educating junior pupils
about the use of Dynamic Youth Awards. The junior pupils in turn told of the
skills they have developed during the process.

Jennifer has been a valued member of
the youth work team, and we wish her
every success in her new post.

Portlethen Academy, who themselves ran an excellent seminar about their
Global Citizenship programme, are an enthusiastic user of both Awards, valuing
the flexible framework of accreditation that they offer.

New Toolkits now available
UK Youth has recently launched two new toolkits to accompany the
programmes and activities young people are undertaking as part of Youth
Achievement Awards.
Both of these are now available to purchase through Youth Scotland. Visit
www.youthscotland.org.uk/projects/youth-achievementawards/order_materials.htm for more info.

Creating a Can Do Culture

£15

A toolkit of ideas and activities to develop and accredit
young people’s enterprise learning through the Dynamic
Youth and Youth Achievement Awards. This toolkit aims to
support workers to develop a range of entrepreneurial
skills that can be transferred to a variety of settings. Skills
like problem solving, team work, knowing your own
strengths and weaknesses, communication etc are all
covered in a fun and interesting way.

Campaign for Change

£25

The Campaign for Change Toolkit aims to give
disadvantaged young people the skills and opportunities
to speak up to shape their services, through media and
campaigning activities. The toolkit is intended as a
practical resource for anyone working with young people
aged 11 – 19 involved in campaigning activities at any
level.

Young People from EVIP receive Youth
Achievement Awards
Glasgow City Council Education Services recently celebrated the achievements of
over 100 young people who have successfully completed their Enhanced Vocational
Inclusion Programme (EVIP). EVIP allows young people with social, emotional and
behavioural needs who are disengaged with mainstream school the opportunity to
study for vocational qualifications at college. This year 41 young people have been
successful in attaining a Youth Achievement
Award at Bronze Level alongside their
college qualifications.
If you have held an awards ceremony and
would like to be featured in future editions of
Would You Credit It? please get in touch!
Email meg.watson@youthscotland.org.uk
with your stories and pictures.

Findhorn Youth Club plays it safe
Young people from Findhorn Youth Club, based in
Morayshire, have been using Dynamic Youth Awards
to accredit a creative community safety project.
The group were one of five projects from Scotland that
took part in the No Messin’ programme, a partnership
initiative between Youth Scotland and Network Rail.
Groups devised projects to tackle youth issues on community safety, attending a
residential in Easter this year to develop their ideas and meet other groups from
across the UK.
Findhorn Youth Club are now working on a variety of ways to get the community
safety message out to others in their area, including designing a community safety
leaflet.
For info about how your group can get involved with the No Messin’ project this
year, keep an eye on the Youth Scotland website!

Training the
Trainer in Financial
Awareness
The Financial Awareness Toolkit
remains a popular resource, and
over the next six months Youth
Scotland is offering Train the
Trainers sessions to complement
its delivery.
The Train the Trainer sessions are
being delivered in partnership with
the Consumer Financial Education
Body (CFEB) and will combine
training on the Young People and
Money programme with training on
the Financial Awareness Toolkit. The
training will be delivered over 2 days
and topics covered will include:
• Understanding the psychology of
young people and money • Helping
young people make the most of their
money • Enabling young people to
make informed choices about saving
and borrowing • Helping young
people to manage debt • Tailoring
the course and toolkit for your own
setting.
Training is aimed primarily at staff
from Youth Scotland’s Participating
Units and Operating Agencies and
participants must be confident in
and committed to delivering the
training on to other workers and
leaders within their organisations.
By the end of the course trainers will
have the knowledge, skills and
confidence to deliver training to
others to enable them to engage
young people in financial matters.
All participants will receive a copy of
the Financial Awareness toolkit to
use within their youth work setting.

Dates:
Edinburgh
28th/29th October 2010
Glasgow
17th/18th February 2011
Cost: £40 (This cost includes
accommodation, meals and a copy
of the Financial Awareness toolkit.)
For more information and to book,
visit
www.youthscotland.org.uk/training/
training.htm
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External Moderation Dates
Dynamic Youth Awards
Submission Date External Moderation Date Certificate Posting Date
06/09/10
04/10/10
01/11/10
06/12/10

13/09/10
11/10/10
08/11/10
13/12/10

11/10/10
08/11/10
06/12/10
26/01/11

Youth Achievement Awards
27 October, Stirling*
8 December, Angus*
Please note that completed External Moderation Forms must be received by Youth
Scotland 14 days prior to External Moderation.
*Agency Moderator Training also available at these events

Training
Awards Induction Training
Youth Scotland Awards Induction Training Days are open to everyone
interested in supporting young people to gain Youth Achievement and/or
Dynamic Youth Awards. This training provides workers with a general
understanding of the rationale behind the awards and how they
complement their existing youth work practice. Workers will gain a working
knowledge of the awards, enabling them to promote and support the
awards within their youth groups.
Places are allocated on a first come basis and cost £75 per head
(discounted rate of £50 for registered/affiliated groups or agencies). This
includes all training materials, refreshments and lunch.
Awards Induction Training Days (Open Events)
1st September, Edinburgh
1st December, Stirling
For venue details and how to book, please see the Youth Scotland Training
Calendar at the Training section of the Youth Scotland website.

Operating Agencies

Financial Awareness Toolkit:
Train the Trainers sessions
Edinburgh: Thursday 28th and Friday 29th October 2010
Glasgow: Thursday 17th and Friday 18th February 2011

Operating Agency Training Days
Youth Achievement Award Operating Agencies receive one day of free
training as part of their Operating Agency Agreement. Additional training can
be costed on request. Other training sessions available include:

• Peer Assessment
Participants will explore how peer assessment can be used to provide a
framework for quality youth work practice in the context of Youth
Achievement and Dynamic Youth Awards.

• Portfolio Building
This workshop familiarises workers with portfolio building in the context
of the Youth Achievement and Dynamic Youth Awards.

• Supporting Gold and Platinum Awards
This workshop provides guidance for those supporting young people to
achieve the higher levels of the Youth Achievement Awards.
• Developing and Accrediting Financial
Awareness
An introduction to the Financial Awareness Toolkit and how it can be
used effectively to accredit the development of young people's financial
capability.

• An Introduction to the Drinkaware Challenges
This workshop provides workers with an introduction to The Drinkaware
Challenges Resource. The resource gives young people an opportunity to
raise their awareness of alcohol-related issues whilst working
towards a Youth Achievement Award.

• Momentum Training
This workshop provides training to deliver the Momentum Programme,
a road user education programme for pre-learner drivers and motorbike
riders. It also explains how young people’s involvement in the
programme can be accredited. This training is offered as an open day
and interested parties are advised to contact Youth Scotland for more
information.

For more information about Operating Agency Training Days
taking place in 2010, please contact your Operating Agency.

Local Authorities
Aberdeen City Council • Aberdeenshire Council • Angus Council • Argyll & Bute Council • City of Edinburgh Council •
Clackmannanshire Council • Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar • Dumfries & Galloway Council • Dundee City Council • East Renfrewshire Council •
East Dunbartonshire Council • Falkirk Council • Fife Council • Glasgow City Council • Highland Council • Inverclyde Council •
Moray Council • North Ayrshire Council • North Lanarkshire Council • Orkney Islands Council • Perth & Kinross Council •
Renfrewshire Council • Scottish Borders Council • Shetland Islands Council • South Ayrshire Council • South Lanarkshire Council •
Stirling Council • West Dunbartonshire Council • West Lothian Council

Voluntary Organisations
Article 12 in Scotland • Barnardo's Scotland • British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) • Get Up and Go • GE Youthbank •
Girls on the Move • Glasgow Life • Learning for Life • LGBT Youth Scotland • Lothian Association of Youth Clubs • Notre Dame Centre •
Rathbone UK • SWIIS Foster Care • Twechar Healthy Living & Enterprise Centre • Volunteer Centre Dundee • Volunteer Centre East
Dunbartonshire • Young Scot • Youth 1st

Formal Education
Adam Smith College • Craigroyston Community High School • Fife Council Education & Behaviour Support Service • James Watt College
Moorehouse Care & Education • Penicuik High School • Peterhead Academy • Portlethen Academy • Sgoil Bhàgh a’Chaisteil • St Machar
Academy • Stevenson College • TOP Service, Midlothian • West Lothian Council – More Chances, More Choices

For more information please contact: Youth Scotland Balfour House 19 Bonnington Grove Edinburgh EH6 4BL
Tel: 0131 554 2561 Fax: 0131 454 3438 Email: awards@youthscotland.org.uk www.youthscotland.org.uk

youth

achievement
awards

