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Delivering More Choices,
More Chances in Glasgow
Youth Achievement Awards can be used to accredit the
achievements of young people in both traditional and
non-traditional learning environments. In Glasgow, it has long
been recognised that there is a need for alternative types of
education to engage young people for whom more choices
would provide more chances of a positive and fulfilling future.
The Enhanced Vocational Inclusion Programme (EVIP) is such
an alternative.
EVIP programmes are centred on the attainment of a vocational
qualification, but also offer wider personal development
opportunities. Many of the young people involved are looked
after and accommodated by the Local Authority, and through the
EVIP programme work hard to address any social and
behavioural difficulties they may be experiencing.
In 2008/09, EVIP offered a group on the full time hairdressing
programme the opportunity to work towards their Bronze Youth
Achievement Award. The group took part in a variety of
activities, ranging from running the Race for Life in aid of Cancer
Research UK, taking part in a dance show to making and selling
Christmas Cards for charity.
Jean, now aged 16, had been referred to the programme by her
Pastoral Care Teacher. Although hesitant at first, her experience
at EVIP has enabled her to gain accreditation and recognition for
her achievements and encouraged her to pursue a further
vocational qualification.

“I achieved a Bronze Youth Achievement Award
as part of my EVIP Programme,” she explains.
“At first I found it hard to find four challenges
to complete. I wasn’t really sure why we were
even doing a Youth Achievement Award
because it didn’t really seem important, but
after achieving my Bronze Award I realised that

doing it had in fact helped give me another
certificate without realising I was getting
accredited for the hard
work I was doing.
I would recommend
that every young
person should
participate in this
Award because it
can lead to your
overall development
and it can be quite
fun”.
At the time of writing,
Jean has just started
an apprenticeship in
hairdressing.
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Would you Credit it? is Youth
Scotland’s newsletter for the
network of agencies
offering Dynamic Youth
Awards and Youth
Achievement Awards to
accredit young people’s
achievements.
Dynamic Youth Awards
enable 10 – 14 year olds to
measure their own and each
other’s achievements against
benchmarks of responsibility,
commitment and distance
travelled to gain an externally
accredited award.
Youth Achievement Awards
offer young people aged 14+
a peer assessed approach to
gaining externally accredited
recognition for their
achievements that is placed
on the Scottish Credit and
Qualifications Framework.

DYA on the big
screen at Scottish
Learning Festival
Dynamic Youth Awards were
featured in a specially commissioned
news transmission, produced by ITN
and screened at the high-profile
Scottish Learning Festival event,
held in September 2009 at the
Glasgow SECC. The programme
included an interview with Youth
Scotland’s Youth Work Manager
Steven Greig and young people from
Buckstone Youth Club, Edinburgh
about their experience of achieving
Dynamic Youth Awards.

Amazing Things 2
Now Available
The second edition of
Amazing Things has been
released by the Awards
Network, with the support
of SQA. This updated
publication provides a
summary of twenty one
awards available across
Scotland to recognise, value
and/or accredit the
achievements of young
people aged 12 to 25
through youth work
approaches.
Download Amazing Things 2 for free
at www.youthscotland.org.uk/
projects/volunteer-action-plan/
amazing-things.htm
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NEW Toolkits from UK Youth: Activities to
accompany Youth Achievement Awards
The Healthaware Challenges Toolkit is designed to
encourage young people to participate in and develop their
own health and wellbeing projects.
Included in the toolkit are a range of resources to support
workers to develop health and wellbeing activities with
young people, including sample challenges and activities,
recording sheets and signposting sheets for further
information.
The pack also contains promotional badges to help engage
young people and generate discussion.
Cost: £15
The Accrediting Residential Learning Toolkit is a practical
guide to realising the benefits of combining the strengths of
the residential experience with Youth Achievement Awards.
It provides ideas and resources for running a residential,
where young people’s learning is recognised and accredited.
The toolkit includes: brief information on the background of
the residential experience and Youth Achievement Awards; a
framework for planning, running and reviewing a residential
experience; practical ideas for involving young people in the
process and; guidance and resources for evidencing the
learning for accreditation, within the framework of the Youth
Achievement Awards.
Cost: £15

All toolkits are available to purchase through Youth Scotland.
Please order using the Materials Order Form at
www.youthscotland.org.uk/projects/youth-achievement-awards/
order_materials.htm

Momentum
Momentum is a pre-driver road safety education programme for young people
age 15+. The programme aims to challenge attitudes to vehicle ownership and
use and provides hands on experience of basic mechanics and driving, all
delivered by qualified professionals.
On 29th September 2009 in Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, Youth Scotland delivered
a Momentum Training Workshop to 14 workers from the statutory and
voluntary youth work sectors.
At this workshop a new planning framework was introduced which enables
workers to adhere more easily to the aims and objectives of the programme.
The framework also enables those delivering Momentum to design courses
and paperwork which more closely aligns with the processes involved in the
Dynamic Youth and Youth Achievement Awards. One worker commented in
their evaluation that the workshop was “very useful, there is more structure to
the programme now.” 10 groups went on to register as Momentum Operators.
For further information about Momentum
training, please contact
George Cherrie,
Senior Awards Development Worker, at
george.cherrie@youthscotland.org.uk
or visit the ‘Momentum’ page of the Youth
Scotland website.

Bridging the Gap Roadshows
‘Bridging the Gap - Improving Outcomes for Scotland’s Young People Through School and Youth Work Partnerships’ is
a report published recently by Learning and Teaching Scotland (LTS) that offers an insight into the range of exciting
partnership work between youth work and schools that is taking place across Scotland and highlights the positive
impact these partnerships have on the young people involved.
As part of this campaign, LTS is organising a series of roadshows across the country, which will include Youth Scotland
showcasing Youth Achievement Awards and Dynamic Youth Awards. View 'Bridging the Gap' at the Publications
section of www.youthscotland.org.uk. Details of the roadshows will also be available on the Youth Scotland website.

Safe on the Net
In applying the plan, do, review cycle, Youth Achievement Awards can be used to
accredit a wide variety of activities. A recent project from Portlethen Community
Learning Centre allowed young people involved to gain Youth Achievement Awards at
the same time as developing valuable skills for peer education.
‘Safe on the Net’ are a group of peer educators who aim to raise awareness about the
issues around internet safety. As part of the project, the young people devised and
delivered a presentation and workshop around internet safety issues to young people,
parent and teachers. They also attended the Child Exploitation and Online Protection
(CEOP) centre advisory panel and residential.
“Youth Achievement Awards are a good tool for recognition of young people's
involvement in projects that matter to them and for complementing their academic
achievement,” said CLD worker Lilimar Simpson. “I gained confidence, increased
experience of team work and have a huge sense of achievement”, said Lauren, a
member of the project who gained a Silver Youth Achievement Award.

Lockerbie Youth Centre earns respect
Last year, young people from Lockerbie Community Learning and Development
achieved Dynamic Youth Awards for a 6 month programme of projects based around
the theme of respect. This included developing different ways of respecting each other,
the environment and the community and involved a range of activities including writing
and recording songs and organising a 3D space show at Lockerbie Academy that was
open to school pupils and the community.
“The project was a great success, and the fact that young people were able to achieve
Dynamic Youth Awards for their involvement really helped them to recognise the skills
they had learnt,” said Margaret Cameron, Community Development Worker, Dumfries
and Galloway Council.
Whilst young people from the group are now going on to achieve more Dynamic Youth
Awards, others are also now undertaking Youth Achievement Awards, through music
and art sessions and also training in making non-alcoholic cocktails.

respectme Anti-Bullying Week projects
Last year, five Youth Scotland affiliated groups from Edinburgh, Glasgow, the Borders,
Shetland and Stirling were awarded £1,000 each by respectme to promote
Anti-Bullying Week in their local area. Many of the young people involved in the projects
received Dynamic Youth Awards and Youth Achievement Awards in recognition of their
achievements.
Brae Youth Club, working in partnership with Shetland Islands Council Youth Services,
organised a ‘Demolishing the Divides’ disco. Attended by over 70 young people from
across Shetland, the young people thoroughly enjoyed themselves whilst at the same
time promoting the key message that bullying is never acceptable. There was access
to a range of information from respectme, and an anti-bullying survey and quiz was
distributed, leading up to the event and on the night.
In Glasgow, the project brought together two groups of young carers from opposite
ends of the city to meet, talk, share and take part in anti-bullying drama workshops.
“It was evident that from youth and drama workers observations that the young
people’s confidence and skills had improved,” said Nicola Moffat, Community Learning
Worker. Young people fed back that “it has made me more aware of anti bullying” and
“I have learned cooperation skills”.
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External Moderation Meetings
Youth Achievement Awards
17 February
25 August
15 April

27 October

17 June

8 December

Please note that completed External Moderation Forms
(and Dynamic Youth Awards Challenge Sheets) must be
received by Youth Scotland 14 days prior to External
Moderation.
Dynamic Youth Awards
A Dynamic Youth Awards schedule is now
available on-line at http://www.youthscotland.org.uk/
projects/dynamic-youth/external-moderation/
external-moderation.htm

Training
Awards Induction Training
Youth Scotland Awards Induction Training Days are open to everyone
interested in supporting young people to gain Youth Achievement and/or
Dynamic Youth Awards. This training provides workers with a general
understanding of the rationale behind the awards and how they
complement their existing youth work practice. Workers will gain a working
knowledge of the awards, enabling them to promote and support the
awards within their youth groups.
Places are allocated on a first come basis and cost £75 per head
(discounted rate of £50 for registered/affiliated groups or agencies). This
includes all training materials, refreshments and lunch.
Awards Induction Training Days (Open Events)
3rd March
1st September
2nd June
1st December

Operating Agencies

For venue details and how to book, please see the Youth Scotland Training
Calendar at the Training section of the Youth Scotland website.
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Operating Agency Training Days
Youth Achievement Award Operating Agencies receive one day of free
training as part of their Operating Agency Agreement. Additional training can
be costed on request. Other training sessions available include:

• Peer Assessment
Participants will explore how peer assessment can be used to provide a
framework for quality youth work practice in the context of Youth
Achievement and Dynamic Youth Awards.

• Portfolio Building
This workshop familiarises workers with portfolio building in the context
of the Youth Achievement and Dynamic Youth Awards.

• Supporting Gold and Platinum Awards
This workshop provides guidance for those supporting young people to
achieve the higher levels of the Youth Achievement Awards.
• Developing and Accrediting Financial
Awareness
An introduction to the Financial Awareness Toolkit and how it can be
used effectively to accredit the development of young people's financial
capability.

• An Introduction to the Drinkaware Challenges
This workshop provides workers with an introduction to The Drinkaware
Challenges Resource. The resource gives young people an opportunity to
raise their awareness of alcohol-related issues whilst working
towards a Youth Achievement Award.

• Momentum Training
This workshop provides training to deliver the Momentum Programme,
a road user education programme for pre-learner drivers and motorbike
riders. It also explains how young people’s involvement in the
programme can be accredited. This training is offered as an open day
and interested parties are advised to contact Youth Scotland for more
information.
For more information about Operating Agency Training Days
taking place in 2010, please contact your Operating Agency.

Local Authorities
Aberdeen City Council • Aberdeenshire Council • Angus Council • Argyll & Bute Council • Clackmannanshire Council • Comhairle Nan
Eilean Siar • Dumfries & Galloway Council • Dundee City Council • East Renfrewshire Council • Falkirk Council • Fife Council • Glasgow
City Council Vocational Training • Highland Council • Inverclyde Council • Moray Council • North Ayrshire Council • North Lanarkshire
Council • Orkney Islands Council Community Learning & Development • Perth & Kinross Council • Renfrewshire Council • Scottish
Borders Council • Shetland Islands Council • South Ayrshire Council • South Lanarkshire Council • Stirling Council • West Dunbartonshire
Council • West Lothian Council Community Learning & Development

Voluntary Organisations
Article 12 in Scotland • Barnardo's Scotland • BTCV • Culture and Sport Glasgow • Fast Forward Positive Lifestyles Ltd • Get Up and Go
GE YouthBank • Girls on the Move • Learning for Life • LGBT Youth Scotland • Lothian Association of Youth Clubs • Notre Dame Centre
Rathbone UK • Twechar Healthy Living and Enterprise Centre • Volunteer Centre Angus • Volunteer Centre Borders • Volunteer Centre
Clackmannanshire • Volunteer Centre Dundee Volunteer Centre East Dunbartonshire • Volunteer Centre Fife • Volunteer Development
Scotland • Youth 1st • Young Scot • Youth Scotland

Formal Education
Adam Smith College • Craigroyston Community High School • Fife Council Education and Behaviour Support Service • James Watt College
• Moorehouse Care & Education • Northfield Academy • Penicuik High School • Peterhead Academy • Portlethen Academy • Sgoil Bhàgh
a’Chaisteil • St Machar Academy • Stevenson College • TOP Service, Midlothian • West Lothian Council – More Chances, More Choices

For more information please contact: Youth Scotland Balfour House 19 Bonnington Grove Edinburgh EH6 4BL
Tel: 0131 554 2561 Fax: 0131 454 3438 Email: awards@youthscotland.org.uk www.youthscotland.org.uk
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