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More about Money for Life
Money for Life is helping 16-25 year olds across the UK 
make the most of their money. From empowering you 
to feel confident and start talking openly about money 
to providing high-quality training and crucial support 
systems. Here’s how Money for Life can help you 
become cash confident:
 

The Money Masterclass – face to face training 
that teaches you all you need to know. From 
how much Simon Cowell pays in tax to how to 
prepare for life’s surprises

The Money for Life website – full of expert 
advice and top tips and tricks for managing 
your money day to day

Pennies to Pounds – got something in mind 
you want to save for? Our free savings app will 
help you get there faster

The Money for Life Community Challenge – 
which is what this guide is all about…

 

What is the Money for Life 
Community Challenge?
The Money for Life Community Challenge is a UK-
wide competition to find the most innovative and 
impactful ways young people can share their money 
management skills with friends, family and those who 
need them. Whether it be saving by making cut backs 
or avoiding the steep costs of borrowing, young people 
across the UK are providing others with the knowledge 
to make the best decisions about their financial futures. 

Money for Life is offering £600 grant funding 
to all successful Community Challenge 
projects, the opportunity to make your 
project bigger and better AND the chance 
to represent your region at the National 
Awards Ceremony in London. 

In this guide you will discover:

More about Money for Life 

What is the Money for Life Community Challenge?

How the Community Challenge works

How to apply for a grant

How can we make sure our application is successful?

More about the Regional and National Awards

More about the previous winners to help you feel inspired

About the UK Youth Achievement Awards

What to do next 
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How the Community 
Challenge works 
The Community Challenge is open to young people 
aged 16-25 who have taken part in the Money 
Masterclass with their youth organisation. 

Once complete you will be supported by your youth 
organisation and Money Champions to develop your 
very own youth-led, social action project that tackles a 
money issue. 

With the idea in place, you can apply online using a 
short application form (written or video is fine) which 
will be reviewed by one of the Money for Life Nation 
Partners depending on where you are in the UK. These 
organisations will be around to answer any questions 
and provide ongoing support to your team. 

Here are some key contact details:

England – UK Youth, Veronika Hofmann: 
veronika.hofmann@ukyouth.org, 0203 137 3810

Scotland – Youth Scotland, Kobi Cooke: 
kobi.cooke@youthscotland.org.uk, 0131 554 2561

Wales – Youth Cymru, Wenna Pritchard: 
wenna@youthcymru.org.uk, 01443 827840

Northern Ireland – Youth Action Northern 
Ireland, Caroline Redpath: caroline@youthaction.org, 
028 9024 0551

Once your application has been approved, you will 
be given a £400 grant to carry out your project and 
bring it to life. Next, tell us all about what you did 
through your project report and your organisation will 
receive a further £200. For the most creative reports 
that demonstrate the impact of the Money for Life 
Community Challenge, a further £500 scale-up funding 
is available to take your project further.     

There are over 200 grants available this year, which 
means over 200 inspirational project helping people 
across the UK manage their money. Once your project 
is completed, you’ll have the chance share your project 
at the regional awards ceremony where you could be 
selected to represent your entire region on an all-
expense paid trip to London for the National Awards 
Ceremony 2019.

There will be lots of prizes along the way, including 
access to the scale-up fund which can be used to 
make your project bigger and better! 

How to apply for a grant
You have until October 31st to apply for a grant. 

To create project ideas alongside your team and youth 
organisation, we have provided this session guide to 
help you along the way. 

We will also be running a series of Community Action 
days across the UK that will inspire you to develop a 
winning project alongside other young people. Contact 
your National Money for Life partner to find out how 
you can attend with your youth group. 

Firstly…
When you’ve got your team and your idea, you’ll be 
ready to complete your application using our online 
form available from the Money for Life website:

www.moneyforlife.org/community-challenge/

Remember this information can be typed 
or delivered through video.

Tell us about your team and your project. Your group 
must be between 4 to 10 people with the majority of 
your group aged 16-25. We will need to know the name 
and contact details for the youth worker who will be 
supporting you.

Next…
Pick an audience – we want to know who your 
project will be helping and we’ll be asking which of the 
skills from the Money Masterclass you’ll be using and 
sharing. 

Pick a theme – does you project need seek to change 
a habit, bust a myth or save the environment?

Pick a type – is your project an event, a campaign or 
perhaps an education tool?  

Then…
Tell us about your project, what you plan to do, what 
you hope to achieve, how you will involve the wider 
community and why your project is important. Provide 
us with a clear budget and dates for when the project 
aims to be completed by. The more detail you can 
provide at this stage, the more likely you’ll get funded. 
But don’t worry, the Money for Life team will help 
you develop your application should we feel there’s 
anything missing. 

What happens next?
Once we receive and approve your application and 
your team has returned a signed copy of the Terms 
and Conditions, your organisation will receive the £400 
grant to carry out the project. You will have 3 months 
to get the project completed. You should expect your 
grant funding in 2-4 weeks but in some cases it may 
be possible to get this money quicker, if you need to 
get started on your project straight away! 

Once successful, your youth organisation will provide 
you with a Welcome Pack with all the info you need to 
deliver an impactful project.

 

mailto:veronika.hofmann@ukyouth.org
mailto:kobi.cooke@youthscotland.org.uk
mailto:wenna@youthcymru.org.uk
mailto:caroline@youthaction.org
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gd2z607bu8ky6c3/Community%20Challenge%20session%20guide.pptx?dl=0
https://www.moneyforlife.org.uk/community-challenge/
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More about the Regional and 
National Awards 
Once we have this information back from you, your 
project will be screened by representatives of the 
Money for Life team who will be looking for the most 
interesting, innovate and impactful projects to take 
forward to the Regional Awards Ceremonies in your area. 

Your project can receive further publicity for your 
amazing achievements and you may also be selected 
to represent your region at the National Awards 
Ceremony in London. 

At the National Awards, you will be invited to share 
your project with a panel of judges in the hope to be 
crowned overall winner and receive the top prize. 

Want to know what goes on at the awards? 

Watch our film here

Regional and National 
Awards Ceremony dates:
Your project could be selected to take part in your 
Regional Awards ceremony. Take a look at the following 
dates for your country or region and make sure to keep 
it free, just in case.  
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How can we make sure our 
application is successful?
Your project should be youth-led. This means that 
how your project looks is totally up to you! But there 
are a few things your project must do in order to be 
accepted for the £400 grant and to be in a chance of 
becoming the overall winner: 

• Identify a money issue and an 
audience to reach – such as supporting the 
elderly to understand online banking or working 
with young parents to cut back on household 
spends

• Share money management skills from 
the Money Masterclass – from budgeting 
and borrowing to avoiding scams and getting good 
value for money

• Have a plan – outline what you want to achieve 
and how you plan to do it

• Have a budget – we want to know how that 
£400 will be spent

• Have a timeline – let us know when the 
project will begin and when it will be completed by 

• Have an opportunity to continue – tell 
us what the lasting impact will be

• Work in a team of 4-10 people – with the 
majority aged between 16 and 25 - supported by a 
Money Champion and/or youth worker

How can our group be in for a 
chance of winning overall?
To receive the £200 additional funding and be 
considered for both the Regional and National Awards, 
you must share the following information once the 
project is complete:

• What was the money issue you tackled – who 
were you trying to reach and how?

• How many people were involved in your group? 

• What did you do – include photos and videos?

• What was the impact – how many people did you 
reach, what skills did you share,

• How did you engage with community 
(press, social media, expert organisations and 
MPs)?

• How can the project continue?

The template for this report can be downloaded here

Keep this report in mind throughout your project as 
the more evidence you can supply, the more likely you 
are to win!

Tuesday 13th November 2018
South of England

Wednesday 14th November 2018 
 Wales

Thursday 15th November 2018
Scotland

Wednesday 22th November 2018
Northern Ireland

Wednesday 28th November 2018
North of England

KEY DATES

March 2019National Awards
London

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wRyUjiJfzE&t=3s
https://www.dropbox.com/s/v4jo4ax62pqf75n/Your%20Community%20Challenge%20report%20%28to%20complete%20after%20project%29.docx?dl=0


Theme
As long as you stick to the money theme, your project 
can be as creative as you like. Just make sure that 
you’ve got a strong idea of what your project is trying to 
tackle. Here are some helpful theme ideas:
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More about the previous winners 
to help you feel inspired 
Your project can address any money management 
issue, as long as you can show how it helps the target 
audience you’ve chosen to support. Last year’s teams 
tackled all sorts of issues in a range of creative ways, 
from running toy making workshops out of waste 
materials to delivering a Money for Life radio show 
discussing money matters. 

To keep on track and to make sure your project fits the 
Community Challenge criteria, we recommend you do 
the following:

Pick an audience. Pick a theme. Pick a type.

Audience
Your audience is the people that you want your project 
to help. It’s important to have an audience in mind 
when designing your project so that you can shape it to 
be impactful for them. 

HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING
Organise cooking classes 
and teach your community 
how to cook healthy and 
cheap meals. You could 
then go on to organise 
a big charity community 
pot luck where everyone 
cooks a favourite healthy 
homemade dish.

GETTING VALUE 
FOR MONEY
Is your community paying 
more than they need to? 
Help them understand and 
maximise the deals that 
are out there. Last year’s 
team from Wales created 
discount cards to help their 
community access everyday 
items for less.

POLICY CHANGE
Do you believe that 
financial education should 
be provided in the work 
place? Why not lobby the 
government into making it 
compulsory for employers 
to provide this? Maybe you 
can start by getting the 
businesses in your area on 
board… 

MONEY MYTH 
BUSTING
Is there really such a thing 
as good debt? And is it true 
that all young people are 
terrible at saving? Money 
management is a mind field. 
Take what you’ve learnt 
in the Money Masterclass 
to dispel some of those 
dangerous money myths.

HABIT CHANGING 
Helping people understand 
essential and non-essential 
spending and make the 
right choices for them. How 
much could they save by 
cutting back on the smallest 
spends?

MONEY MAKING 
We all have clothes in our 
wardrobe that we like 
but never wear – why not 
organise a clothes swap 
event and trade clothes with 
your friends and community 
members. This way you not 
only help recycle your clothes 
but get a new free wardrobe 
and your unworn items find 
new happy owners too.
 

REDUCE REUSE 
RECYCLE
Why not develop a project 
that raises awareness of 
environmentally friendly 
ways of saving money? Like 
2018’s Community Challenge 
entrant Trash2Cash who 
showed their community 
how to recycle and reuse 
waste materials to save 
money on high priced toys 
and games. 

DIGITAL AND FINTECH 
From online banking, to 
money saving apps it’s all 
about digital these days. 
But lots of people don’t 
understand what their 
phone has to do with saving 
money. Your project could 
raise awareness of these 
new techniques and teach 
your audience what it really 
means to make the most of 
your money in 2018.
 

Young people           Unemployed Students

Families Young parents  Elderly

Homeless                                                                                    

Low earners LGBTQ+ communityOther

People with disabilities



OVERALL WINNER 
2018: 
Trash 2 Cash, Stromness Youth 
Achievement Group (Scotland)

Audience: children and 
families

Theme: Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle

Type: Educational Workshop

This group of young people from 
Orkney, Scotland demonstrated 
through their project how easy it is 
to have fun in a low cost, creative 
way. Through a series of creative 
workshops carried out during the 
school holidays, these young people 
encourage families to partake in 
recycling and upcycling to create 
low cost activities for children and 
their families across Orkney.

PEOPLE’S CHOICE 
WINNER 2018: 
Money for Life Radio Show, SABA 
(North of England)

Audience: young people (up 
and coming artists)

Theme: Habit changing 

Type: Media

This group of young creatives from 
North London decided they wanted 
to reach far and wide to share their 
new money management skills 
by setting up a radio show. Their 
show brought together artists from 
across the music industry to talk 
about their money management 
successes and fails. The show 
reached young people throughout 
schools and colleges, encouraging 
to open up and chat money. 

FINALIST 2018: 
Tryou Transcribe Comic Book, TrYou 
(Northern Ireland)

Audience: Transgender and 
Non-binary people

Theme: Myth Busting

Type: Educational resource 

This group of transgender and 
non-binary young people created 
a comic book as a fun, creative and 
educational tool to raise awareness 
of the money issues that face 
the transgender and non-binary 
community. 
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Type
The Money for Life Community Challenges come in many forms. Here are a few of the categories that your project 
is likely to fall into. We’ll want to know your project type so that we can support you to make it the best it can be. 

CAMPAIGN
Struggle to get people to open up and talk money? Why not launch a social media campaign using the tools 
at your disposal - share photos, start a hashtag and remember to engage with @moneyforlifeuk @UKYouth 
#MfLCC to reach even more people.

EVENT 
Hosting an event is a great way to raise awareness of your project and to share money management techniques 
in a fun and engaging way. Summer festivals in your area are the perfect opportunity to get your community 
interested in what you’re doing. Don’t forget music festivals, exhibitions and picnics too!

MEDIA/ARTS 
Interested in drama, radio, photography and filming? Use your skills to raise awareness of your project and the 
importance of money management. Media can be a really powerful way of reaching people who otherwise might 
not get access to this information. 

Don’t forget, the Money for Life website is also a great space for sharing your news. 

EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS AND RESOURCES 
Want to get the Money for Life message out far and wide? Why not develop up the masterclass and create 
something unique and tailored to your target audience. Developing new activities, guides and resources is a 
great way of ensuring more people can develop their own money management skills. 

Look at specialist organisations in your community that you can collaborate with like Credit Unions or Citizens 
Advice. Partnerships with organisations with the knowledge can make a big impact in the community.

BUSINESS IDEA
Do you have an idea for product or a service that could help your target audience manage their money day to 
day? Your project could produce a business plan, prototype and website to get the idea off the ground…who 
knows where it could go next! 

Previous finalists:
Our previous finalists were selected to represent their region at 2018’s National Awards in London. Here’s how they 
wowed our judges with their inspirational Community Challenge projects. 



About the UK Youth Achievement Awards
All your hard work throughout the Community Challenge will work towards the UK Youth Achievement Awards, 
a nationally recognised accreditation. You can add this achievement to your CV or university application to 
demonstrate the work you have put in to making a positive change in your community. 

Here’s how you can get yourself accredited

 

Sounds like a lot? Don’t worry, your time spent on the Community Challenge will soon add up.
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FINALIST 2018: 
Itec Skills Money for Life, Itec Skills 
(Wales)

Audience: Families and 
young people (low earners)

Theme: Value for Money

Type: Business idea

Recognising a lack of awareness 
around possible discounts and ways 
to save money in their community 
in Bridgend, Wales, this Community 
Challenge project provided young 
people and community members 
with discount cards to be used 
in local shops. This was part of 
a project that aimed to provide 
people with opportunities to save 
money on day to day spending. 

FINALIST 2018: 
SewFed, Youth Federation (North of 
England) 

Audience: Unemployed 
young people

Theme: Business idea 

This group used the grant funding 
to set up Sew Fed, a project that 
worked to develop a small business 
that can provide young people 
with skills needed to gain full time 
employment, using skills learnt in 
the programme such as budgeting 
and borrowing.

Gold – 90 hours 
spent on a community project

Platinum – 120 hours 
spent on a community project

Bronze Award – 30 hours 
spent on a community project

Silver award – 60 hours 
spent on a community project
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HERE’S HOW IT COULD LOOK:

And this doesn’t even include presenting your project 
at the Regional and National Awards….

Remember, you can include the hours achieved 
through other projects. Perhaps you’ve supported 
another team’s Community Challenge or you’re a 
Money Champion who has already devoted hours to 
sharing money skills with their peers, make sure you 
keep track of all the hours you’ve put in to gain that well 
deserved accreditation. 

Speak to your youth worker about taking part in the 
UK Youth Achievement Awards. They can provide you 
with a booklet for you to log all of the hours you’ve put 
in to delivering community projects and support you to 
complete your award. 

For any more information about taking part in the UK 
Youth Achievement Awards with your organisation, 
contact: membership@ukyouth.org
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What to do next
Now it’s time for you to get started on your Money for 
Life Community Challenge! Once you’re ready to apply, 
fill out our application form here.

England – UK Youth, Veronika Hofmann: 
veronika.hofmann@ukyouth.org 
0203 137 3810

Scotland – Youth Scotland, Kobi Cooke: 
kobi.cooke@youthscotland.org.uk 
0131 554 2561

Wales – Youth Cymru, Wenna Pritchard: 
wenna@youthcymru.org.uk 
01443 827840

Northern Ireland – Youth Action Northern 
Ireland, Caroline Redpath: 
caroline@youthaction.org
028 9024 0551

For all media enquires contact: 
Emma.roberts@ukyouth.org 
020 3137 3810

Visit our website: 
www.moneyforlife.org.uk/community-challenge/

Download our smart saving app Pennies to 
Pounds MfL FREE from the app store

Follow us: @moneyforlifeuk #MfLCC 

Total: 30 hours – 
Bronze Award complete! 

Completing project report: 
2 hours

Delivering project: 
8 hours+

Social media promotion, writing to 
newspapers and MPs: 4 hours

Planning your project: 
4 hours

Submitting an application: 
1 hour

Attending a Community Action Day: 
5 hours

Initial Community Challenge ideas: 
2 hours

Money Masterclass: 
4 hours

Good Luck!

mailto:membership@ukyouth.org
mailto:veronika.hofmann@ukyouth.org
mailto:kobi.cooke@youthscotland.org.uk
mailto:wenna@youthcymru.org.uk
mailto:caroline@youthaction.org
mailto:Emma.roberts@ukyouth.org
https://www.moneyforlife.org.uk/community-challenge/
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